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THE EARNEST OF
THE HOLY SPIRIT
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INTRODUCTION1

As you can see from the title of this chapter, I am to deal with
certain specifics as they are to be considered from Ephesians 1:13-14.
Those two verses state: “In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye
believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, Which is the
earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased
possession, unto the praise of his glory.” To begin with, we must define
our terms, making sure that we understand them as they are used in the
passage under consideration.

Looking up the words “seal” and “earnest” in various lexicons, we
first notice that they are synonyms. In other words, the same concept
is being discussed in the use or force of the words. Next, we notice that
a seal is a sign, an external, visible sign of ownership.2 Also, seals have
been used as marks of identity.

Back in the days when writing was done on scrolls made of various
materials, and even later when a more refined parchment was used, the
one sending a correspondence would put hot wax on it to seal it as a
closure. Then, he would mark it by impressing his signet ring into the
wax. This way, the recipient of the correspondence would know the
source of the correspondence and if the correspondence was legitimate,
or whether or not someone had tampered with its contents.

In the phrase, “sealed with that holy Spirit” (Eph. 1:13), Paul used
the word “sealed” figuratively to represent a source, a legitimacy, an
inviolability and an ownership. It is another way of pointing to God as
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the source of the Gospel (cf. 2 Cor. 11:7; 1 Thess. 2:2, 8-9), the
legitimacy of the facts and promises it contains (Heb. 6:16-18; 2 Pet.
3:9; Tit. 1:2), that it is being delivered unchanged by man (Ju. 3; Gal.
1:6-9, 11), and its desired result—a soul that truly belongs to God (cf.
2 Tim. 2:19; Rom. 8:16; 1 Cor. 6:19-20).

From this it is not difficult to see in the context of Ephesians 1:13
that Paul is letting the Gentiles know that they have the same assurance
of salvation that the Jews did. God, through the Holy Spirit “stamped”
the message Paul presented to the Ephesians (cf. Acts 19:1-6; Eph.
1:19-20; 3:7). Miracles were given for the express purpose of confirm-
ing, validating, and proving the message being proclaimed (Mk. 16:17-
20; Heb. 2:3-4). Those preaching and teaching the Gospel in Paul’s day
were empowered to do so by the direct operation of the Holy Spirit.
Furthermore, those performing the miracles in Paul’s day were directly
empowered to do so by none other than the Holy Spirit.

Why did Christ work miracles when He preached? He did not heal
the sick just because they were sick; He did not feed the hungry just
because they were hungry; He did not raise the dead just because they
were dead. He worked miracles to verify Himself and to confirm His
message. He healed the blind man, a man who had lived in darkness all
of his days, and declared: “I am the light of the world” (Jn. 8:12). He
fed thousands with a few loaves of bread and announced: “I am the
bread of life” (Jn. 6:35). After telling Martha, “I am the resurrection,
and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he
live,” Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead by simply saying: “Lazarus,
come forth!” (Jn. 11:43). Brother or sister in Christ, how do you know
you are going to be raised in the last day? It is by that sign, that seal,
that authenticating event on the part of Jesus (cf. 1 Cor. 15:1-8, 20). A
seal authenticates someone or something, or it may show who the
originator of something is. That is the point of the seal (or earnest) set
forth in Ephesians 1:13.

The Bible testifies as to why Jesus performed the miracles He did.
Giving his purpose for writing, John expressed: “And many other signs
truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in
this book: But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through
his name” (Jn. 20:30-31). Survey Christ’s seven miracles discussed by
John and you will see that in every case some one was caused to
believe. And, John wrote about them to cause people to believe. That
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was the purpose of miracles. That was why the earnest and the seal
were essential.

Christ told His apostles that He was leaving them. However, He
informed them that He was going to send them a Comforter. That
Comforter would bring all things to their remembrance (cf. Jn. 14:26),
guide them into all truth and reveal to them things to come (Jn. 16:13).
Thus, one of the miraculous gifts the Holy Spirit would give the
apostles was the gift of revelation. The first gift specifically mentioned
in Acts 2 is that of speaking in unlearned languages. What was the
“speaking in tongues,” if not a seal and an earnest that the message
being preached was from God? The seal of the Spirit was the miracu-
lous gifts.

Do men today possess the miraculous gifts? No! But, every one of
us has received the benefit of the seal. We can all benefit from the
revealed, inspired, proven Word of God. The older I get, the more I
appreciate brother David Baker’s comment: “Common sense and the
Bible will get you to glory.” Unfortunately, too many people in this day
are getting away from both, good old common sense and the Bible.

If there are no miracles today, is it possible for the Holy Spirit to
strengthen me? Yes. How does He do it? “[S]trengthen thou me
according unto thy word” was the psalmist’s prayer (Ps. 119:28). Paul
told the Ephesian elders how they would be strengthened. He told
them: “And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of
his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance
among all them which are sanctified” (Acts 20:32, emphasis added).

Acts 20:32 tells us that God’s Word is all that anyone needs to
stand justified before God. “According as his divine power hath given
unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness” (2 Pet. 1:3). Is
that right or wrong? Is that true or false? That is true. “All scripture is
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God
may be perfect [complete, ASV], throughly furnished [furnished
completely, ASV] unto all good works” (2 Tim. 3:16-17). It does not
say almost completely furnished, or furnished in conjunction with
something or someone else. Either God’s Word makes the Christian
“complete,” and “furnished completely” as a Christian, or the Bible is
not true. Of course, Calvinists teach that God’s Word does not make the
Christian “complete” or “furnished completely” as a Christian. They
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teach that a Christian has to have some kind of a direct operation of the
Holy Spirit to really be “complete” and “furnished completely.”

We need to do much more study on the Bible topics which seem to
be a continual source of trouble in the church. In most cases, issues that
trouble the church are issues simply because not enough study has gone
into them. While this is certainly true regarding many of the doctrinal
difficulties facing the church today, it is especially true concerning the
error being taught about the Holy Spirit.

For years we have forcefully emphasized that miracles have ceased,
and rightly so, but we have not done enough preaching and teaching
concerning Who the Holy Spirit is, what the Holy Spirit does and how
He does it, and the purposes of His work. Regrettably, about these
matters we have left the average member in the Lord’s church ignorant.
Since that is the case, that is where Satan sees us being most vulnera-
ble. It cannot be stressed too strongly—an ignorant brotherhood is a
susceptible brotherhood.

Paul showed the danger ignorance poses when he penned:
Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that
they might be saved. For I bear them record that they have a zeal
of God, but not according to knowledge. For they being ignorant
of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own
righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteous-
ness of God (Rom. 10:1-3).

Although Paul was dealing with a different problem, the principle is the
same. An ignorant congregation is always in danger of damnation. And,
the only thing more dangerous than an ignorant congregation is a
popular, people-swaying preacher who is zealous in spreading his fatal
false doctrine as far and wide as possible.

When a person does not know any better and he hears something
that “sounds logical,” he is inclined to accept and support it. The next
thing you know, in only a short time there is a multitude of people
following that idea. Brethren desperately need to be like the noble
Bereans (Acts 17:11), and rightly divide the Word of Truth (2 Tim.
2:15), but they seem to have little interest in doing so. John com-
manded: “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether
they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the
world” (1 Jn. 4:1). Yet, too few are sufficiently interested to do so.
Every member of the church should be concerned enough about the
Word of God to find out if a doctrine is true or false. If it is true, they
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should stand with it. However, if it is false, they should reject it.
Unfortunately, because of the members’ ignorance and/or apathy, the
church is troubled unnecessarily by false teachers and their errant
doctrines. Too many members simply are not interested in the Truth.

I heard a story about two brothers. They were sorry, rotten
scoundrels. One of them died. The other one went to the local preacher
and said: “I want you to preach my brother’s funeral.” The preacher
answered: “Well, I guess I can do that.” Then, the man added: “Now
listen preacher, I want you to call my brother in that service a ‘saint’!”
Responding, the preacher objected: “I cannot do that, he was not a good
man.” Upping the ante, the deceased man’s brother replied: “No, I want
you to say it, and I will pay you a thousand dollars if you do.” At the
funeral, the preacher got in the pulpit and said: “This man lying here
before us was a sorry rascal, his life was a waste, he was a reprobate.
But, compared to his brother sitting right here on the front row, this
man was a saint.”

Needless to say, that person was not really concerned with the
truth. Unlike that sorry, rotten scoundrel brother, faithful members of
the Lord’s church have to be concerned with the truth.

ALL THAT “SOUNDS” LOGICAL
When you read the Bible from Genesis through Revelation, you

will never come up with the direct operation, i.e., Spirit-on-spirit,
doctrine being taught by some, today. The way brethren are dealing
with this reminds me of the “faith only” advocates in this world. They
will quote John 3:16 and say: “See there, that passage says if you will
just believe in Christ you are going to be saved.” If John 3:16 was the
only verse in the New Testament that touched on the subject of
salvation, you could make a good argument for faith only salvation.
But, that is not all the Bible has to say about what is required of one in
order to be saved. The Bible also addresses the need for repentance (Lk.
13:3-5), for confession (Rom. 10:10), and for baptism (Acts 2:38).
When you analyze a false doctrine, such as “salvation by faith only,”
you can see how people can take one or more verses of Scripture and
formulate a doctrinal position that goes beyond the scope of what the
Bible says about it.

While I was a young student at Southwest School of Bible Studies,
brother Mac Deaver, our homiletics teacher, asked me about 1 Corinthi-
ans 15:29. He had me stand up and read that verse. It says: “Else what
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shall they do which are baptized for the dead, if the dead rise not at all?
why are they then baptized for the dead?” After I had read the verse,
Deaver told me to explain to the class what it meant. I knew that the
Mormons and maybe others taught and practiced a “baptism for the
dead” doctrine. Even so, I was absolutely clueless what the phrase
“baptized for the dead” meant—but, I did know that verse was not
affirming a proxy baptism (i.e., the living being baptized for the dead
whereby those who died outside of Christ could be saved). How did I
know that? I knew that because I knew the general message of the New
Testament and that there were other passages which will not permit
such a conclusion.

Regardless of what 1 Corinthians 15:29 may seem to indicate when
isolated and considered alone—understanding what the Bible says
about how a man becomes a child of God, i.e., how he must recognize
that he is lost, that he must be moved to repentance, that he must
confess the Lord, and that he must be baptized for the remission of his
sins—I know that an interpretation which has living people being
baptized for those who are dead is false. The same thing can be said for
the false Calvinistic teaching, “once saved, always saved.”

By taking passages out of their immediate contexts, and without
due consideration of other Scriptures bearing upon the matter, those
advocating the “once saved, always saved” error seem to be presenting
a doctrine that is logical and Biblical. They will take Romans 10:13 and
say that you are saved by faith when you call on the name of the Lord.
Then, they will make a play on the phrase “eternal life” as it relates to
salvation (cf. Jn. 3:15-16), saying: “If one has eternal life (salvation),
the fact that it is eternal means that one cannot be lost. Otherwise, it
would not be eternal.” Sometimes they will even cap their argument by
quoting: “Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed
remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God” (1 Jn.
3:9). The “once saved, always saved” doctrine seems Scriptural, but it
is not. Satan uses Scripture, but he mutilates it in doing so (cf. Mt. 4:6;
Ps. 91:11-14). Purveyors of the “once saved, always saved” doctrine
are doing the same. Yes, the way they present their doctrine seems
logical, but it contains many fatal flaws.

Does the Bible say anything about Christians, i.e., children of God,
losing their salvation? Of course, it does. Paul clearly refutes the “once
saved, always saved” error. He told God’s saved children in Rome:
“Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which
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fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in his
goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off” (Rom. 11:22). The
warning, “[Y]e are fallen from grace” (Gal. 5:4), was given by Paul to
God’s saved children, showing what would happen if they accepted a
perverted Gospel (Gal. 1:6-9) and went back under Judaism. To those
passages, a myriad of others, about twenty-five hundred in number,
such as Hebrews 6:4-6 and 2 Peter 2:20-22, could be added, warning
us against apostasy—all of which demonstrate how false the “once
saved, always saved” doctrine truly is. Jesus was communicating with
God’s saved children at Ephesus, when He said: “Remember therefore
from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else
I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of
his place, except thou repent” (Rev. 2:5). Apparently, if Revelation 2:5
has any meaning at all, an entire congregation of God’s saved children
can fall from grace and be lost.

From that stated above, understand: 1) Faithful Christians must be
concerned enough about the Truth to study and handle aright the Bible,
2) Even though a person may not know the specifics of a particular
verse, a person can know if a doctrine being taught from that verse is
false, 3) Just because someone quotes Scripture to support his doctrine,
it does not mean his doctrine is Scriptural, and 4) Just because a
doctrine seems to be logical, it does not mean that the doctrine is true.
A recognition of these points is all the more important today because
of the many things being taught relative to the Holy Spirit and His
work.

Some of the things being taught about the Holy Spirit are inconse-
quential and will have no impact on anyone’s salvation; therefore, they
should not disrupt the fellowship of faithful brethren. However, some
of the things being taught are consequential and will cost people their
souls, causing them to be eternally condemned. Surely, we can
understand that faithful brethren cannot be in fellowship with those
who teach soul-damning error. In the later category, there are those
today who believe in a direct operation of the Holy Spirit in the
performance of miracles, miracles just like those done in the first
century. There are those who insist that the Holy Spirit operates
directly in providing modern day revelations from God, revelations
given in the same way as those given in the first century. Then, there
are those among us, such as Deaver, who have evolved a confused
Spirit-on-spirit, direct operation doctrine in which they claim the Holy
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Spirit directly provides the Christian with special helps, special
insights, and special abilities.

Brethren have asked me: “How can Deaver hold this view? ”
Having known him well for a number of years, perhaps I can provide
some insights that will be helpful in answering that question. First,
Deaver neither sees his direct operation, Spirit-on-spirit doctrine as
being false, nor does he see himself as a false teacher. Although he
deems himself to be a capable logician, he either does not see or refuses
to admit the implications of his doctrine. Like virtually everyone who
espouses false doctrine, Deaver plays “word games” and he has become
a master at redefining terminology. He redefines whatever terms
necessary to make it appear that he does not occupy the positions
typically understood by the usage of those words. That is why he can
use terms we have used for years when discussing Calvinism on the one
hand, or Pentecostalism on the other, and yet, not see himself as being
guilty of either.

Sad to say, there is great irony in what Deaver is now doing. In
times past, he drilled it into his former students’ heads—I heard it in
my sleep—that, “novel doctrines require novel definitions.” Now, he
has become the master at redefining terms. He made fun of the Baptist
preacher he debated years ago when it came to repentance. When that
Baptist preacher was talking about “faith only,” he said: “When I say
‘faith only,’ I include in that Biblical repentance.” Deaver said: “Now
there is a nice redefinition of faith only.” In other words, just make it
mean whatever you want it to mean. That is exactly what is happening
now in Deaver’s case.

Go through the last few years’ issues of the Biblical Notes
Quarterly, especially those published and edited by Mac Deaver. What
you will find is article after article, thousands upon thousands of words,
trying to redefine the entire religious dictionary. All of that ink and
years of effort on Deaver’s part was spent to convince his readers that
he is right, and to somehow give his new doctrine “scholarly” and/or
“logical” credibility. Yet, why would Deaver have to go to all that
expense and trouble if the Holy Spirit directly operates on the Chris-
tian, Spirit-on-spirit, as he claims He does? Again, you can read from
Matthew through Revelation and you will find God in Heaven and man
on earth. The man on earth commits sin and that sin separates him from
God, but God loved man and put a plan into effect by which man can
be saved. That plan included: 1) Christ living on earth, teaching,
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shedding His blood, dying, and being resurrected, and 2) The Holy
Spirit revealing to man God’s will; i.e., how man may access God’s
forgiving grace, become His child and walk in the light. Scriptures
themselves describe how this works.

Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against
thee (Ps. 119:11).
Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path (Ps.
119:105).

Do those verses give us any indication as to how God directs us? Yes,
of course they do and their teaching is consistent with the Bible’s
message. Deaver going into minutia and splitting hairs trying to find
some technical definition that he can twist and recast to fit his direct
operation of the Holy Spirit doctrine would be funny if it were not so
serious and tragic. Just like Baptists argue their “faith only” doctrine
and Mormons teach their “baptism of the dead” doctrine, Deaver
teaches and tries to defend his Spirit-on-spirit, direct operation of the
Holy Spirit doctrine.

CONCLUSION
God has set us in a world where temptations of every sort abound.

However, He has provided us with a means of escape. And, the way in
which I will find my path through this dark world is still that light—the
Word of God. That light alone is to direct my steps. That light, when
used as God will have me to use it, will build me up. Anyone or any
doctrine that encourages brethren to wait for something else is false.

I know I am a Christian the same way anyone else knows he or she
is a Christian. That knowledge is obtained by reading the inspired,
inerrant, verbal, plenary Word of God. God’s Word can be validated
and verified by internal and external proofs. When I read the Bible, I
see what it says about my sin. Beyond that, I see what it says about how
I can be forgiven of my sins. Then, because the Bible is true, when I
comply with what it says I must do to be forgiven, I know I am
forgiven—saved.

God paid Caleb a tremendous compliment when He said: “But my
servant Caleb, because he had another spirit with him, and hath
followed me fully, him will I bring into the land whereinto he went;
and his seed shall possess it” (Num. 14:24, emphasis added). The
“spirit” referenced in that verse is not the Holy Spirit. Instead, it was
Caleb’s spirit— the spirit of a man who was contrite, humble and
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faithfully serving God. That is the kind of spirit we must in our hearts
if we are going to follow God’s Word and be saved.

ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture references are taken from the King James Version unless
otherwise noted.
2 W.E. Vine, An Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words (Old Tappan,
NJ: Fleming H. Revell Co., 1966), s.v. “sign.”
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